
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 304:2  Jesus Sinners Does Receive 
We deserve but grief and shame,  Yet his words, rich grace revealing, 
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;  Here their ills have perfect healing 

Who with humble hearts believe  Jesus sinners does receive. 
 
MEDITATION 1—BRING THEM BACK—BE MERCIFUL  Jude 22,23 
“Lord, have mercy!”  Do you ever say that?  I hope that you do, and when you say it, I hope 
you mean every word of it.  We are utterly dependent on the Lord’s mercy for our spiritual 
life and hope.  Mercy means to be shown kindness that we do not deserve.  Mercy comes 
from goodness in the heart of the giver, not merit on the part of the receiver. 
 
You and I are bathed in mercy from God, and it is our privilege to be reflectors of it to other 
strugglers and stragglers.  God would like us to treat others in their time of weakness in the 
same way that he has treated us.  Through Jude he tells us:  “Be merciful to those who 
doubt; snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with 
fear” (Jude 22,23). 
 
What sin have you ever seen in other people that you yourself were not guilty of?  Doubt?  
Rebelliousness?  Meanness?  Deceit?  Cruelty?  Adultery?  Theft? Hypocrisy?  Christ 
Jesus allowed himself to be blamed for all of your sin, and its guilt is attached to you no 
more. 
 
A believer who is fully aware of being treated better than he or she deserves finds joy in 
being merciful to others.  We sing the next hymn verse. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 304:3  Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

Sheep that from the fold did stray  Are not by the Lord forsaken; 
Weary souls who lost their way  Are by Christ, the shepherd, taken 

In his arms that they may live  Jesus sinners does receive. 
 
MEDITATION 2—BRING THEM BACK—SHOW RESPECT 1 Peter 3:15 
 
One of Jay Leno’s regular features in his television show was called “Jaywalking.”  He 
walked the streets of L.A. with a mike and a cameraman and asked pedestrians simple 
questions about U.S. geography, politics, and history.  The audience shrieked with laughter 
to hear the ignorant and crazy things in people’s heads. 
 
We shouldn’t be surprised if people have crazy ideas about religion too.  If you are trying to 
draw someone back into the truth, you won’t get very far if you ridicule things people say, 
even if they sound nuttier than a fruitcake.  That’s why Peter tells us:  “Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15). 
 
That doesn’t mean that you accept and agree with people’s notions about religion and 
spirituality.  What it does mean is that you show respect to a person and listen courteously.  
People will not give you a hearing if you have not first showed that you are listening to 
them. 
 



People may respond to your invitation if they feel that you are real, caring, and honest.  
They will never respond if you have made fun of their unbiblical ideas.  We sing the next 
hymn verse. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 304:4  Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

Come, O sinners, one and all,  Come, accept his invitation. 
Come, obey his gracious call;  Come and take his free salvation! 

Firmly in these words believe  Jesus sinners does receive. 
 
MEDITATION 3—BRING THEM BACK—BE GENTLE Galatians 6:1 
 
The two greatest missionary heroes of the age of the apostles were Peter and Paul.  Both 
had an enormous impact on the early church, gathering believers and planting 
congregations.  They both left behind inspired, profound writings that anchor the doctrinal 
portion of the New Testament. 
 
And yet both had much in their pasts to be ashamed of.  Peter denied knowing or believing 
in Jesus on the dreadful night of Jesus’ arrest and trials.  For the rest of his life, the crowing 
of a rooster at dawn probably gave him bad flashbacks.  Paul spent his earliest adult years 
violently and fatally persecuting Christians. 
 
Those memories kept them humble and kept their words soft when they sought to restore 
others whose lives were unraveling:  “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who 
are spiritual should restore him gently” (Galatians 6:1). 
 
Shaming and shunning only push people farther away from their Savior.  Be kind to sinful 
fools.  You were one once, and a time may come when you are one again.  Think of how 
you would like to be restored.  We sing the next hymn verse. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 304:5  Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

I, a sinner, come to you  With a penitent confession. 
Savior, show me mercy, too;  Grant for all my sins remission. 
Let these words my soul relieve  Jesus sinners does receive. 

 
MEDITATION 4—BRING THEM BACK—WATCH OUT FOR YOURSELF   1 Corinthians 9:26-27 
 
Here’s a crazy feature of the Christian life—as you become more effective in helping other 
people to come back to the Lord, you become just that much bigger a target to the devil.  
Even as you become more proficient in understanding and explaining the Scriptures to 
people, you can succumb to pride, hypocrisy, or mental gymnastics and game playing to 
justify ignoring what you have told others. 
 
St. Paul knew that he needed to guard his heart:  “I do not run like a man running 
aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air.  No, I beat my body and make it 
my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for 
the prize” (1 Corinthians 9:26,27). 
 
Those who are talkers for Jesus must also be listeners for Jesus.  Those who are proud to 
represent him must also humble themselves.  Those who speak words of rebuke to those 



in rebellion should let those same words hit their own hearts.  Those who urge others to 
cling to Jesus should also re-declare their own dependence on his saving mercy daily.  We 
sing the next hymn verse. 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 304:6  Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

Oh, how blest is it to know,  Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow  By your blood and bitter passion, 

For these words I do believe  Jesus sinners does receive. 
 
MEDITATION 5—BRING THEM BACK—TELL THE TRUTH   Galatians 3:1; 1:6,7 
 
I’ve been lied to plenty in my life, but there is one person from whom I absolutely must have 
the truth and nothing but the truth—my doctor.  If I have a problem, I want straight talk. 
 
It is indeed important to be gentle and respectful when we talk to people who seem to be 
slipping away from the Lord.  But we still need to communicate clearly and passionately 
that the wages of sin is death but eternal life is God’s gift. 
 
The congregations in the region of Galatia had been taught that the forgiveness of their 
sins was a gift of God, received by faith alone.  But they had begun to backslide into 
ritualism and ceremonialism, and Dr. Paul needed to deliver some straight talk and strong 
medicine:  “You foolish Galatians!  Who has bewitched you?...I am astonished that 
you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all” (Galatians 3:1; 1:6-7). 
 
I am certain that there will be people in hell complaining bitterly, “Why didn’t someone tell 
me?”  Know this, my friends, it is God who creates faith in people’s hearts.  It is the power 
of God’s Word alone that draws fallen away sinners back home.  You aren’t freelancing on 
your own, of course.  You are representing God, and your words carry God’s love and 
sweet invitation.  Share them with everyone you can.  Amen.  The Thankoffering will now 
be gathered. 
 


